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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 1624 
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TAGS: OCLR, PFOR, UK, GR 

SUBJECT: CANCELLATION VISIT BRITISH NAVAL VESSELS TO ATHENS 
REF: STATE 51838 

1. ENGLISH-LANGUAGE ATHENS NEWS MARCH 15 IN FRONTPAGE STORY 
REPORTED UK "LABOR GOVERNMENT" HAD CANCELLED GOODWILL VISIT OF 
TWO BRITISH WARSHIPS TO ATHENS AS RESULT "RECENT POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS IN GREECE". STORY REPORTED UK FOREIGN OFFICE HAD 
ANNOUNCED CERTAIN ASPECTS OF SHIP VISIT PROGRAM BY ROYAL NAVY 
ABROAD WERE CURRENTLY "UNDER REVIEW" BY HMG. 

2. EMBASSY HAS ALSO NOTED AP STORY FILED FROM LONDON WHICH 
AFFORDED SAME BASIC COVERAGE THIS STORY BUT ADDED SPECIFIC 
COMMENT THAT SHIP VISIT CANCELLATION "WAS PRESENTED AS MARK OF 
LABOR GOVERNMENT DISPLEASURE OF NON-DEMOCRATIC NATURE OF GREEK 
SYSTEM". 

3. COMMENT: UK EMBASSY POLITICAL OFFICER TOLD OUR EMBOFF MARCH 
15 THAT STORY AS CARRIED ATHENS NEWS "GENERALLY CORRECT" AND 
THAT SUBJECT SHIP VISITS WOULD NOT TAKE PLACE. ADDITIONALLY, 

UK EMBASSY NAVATT TOLD OUR NAVATT MARCH 15 THAT THE TWO UK SHIPS 
IN QUESTION, I.E. "CHARYBDIS" (FRIGATE) AND "TIGER" (CRUISER) HAD 
INDEED BEEN SCHEDULED PAY CALL ATHENS MARCH 15-19. HE ADDED 
THAT FIRE HAD OCCURRED IN ENGINE ROOM OF "CHARYBDIS" AND THAT 
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HE HAD INITIALLY GIVEN THIS REASON TO HIS OPPOSITE NUMBER GOG 
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FOR CANCELLATION VISIT. HOWEVER, UK NAVATT ADMITTED THAT VISITS 
WOULD HAVE BEEN CANCELLED ANYWAY DUE TO FACT THAT UK GOVERNMENT 
CURRENTLY CARRYING OUT REVIEW OF NAVAL VISITS TO VARIOUS 
COUNTRIES AND IT CONSIDERED PRUDENT TO CANCEL VISIT HERE 
(DECISION MADE IN LONDON) UNTIL REVIEW COMPLETED AND POLICY SET. 

BRANDIN 
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